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PESACH – SHIR HA-SHIRIM 

On Pesach we read Shir HaShirim, so I present a selection from the opening essay in the Maggid’s 
commentary Kol Yeshorer on Shir HaShirim. 

The Midrash states (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:11): 

In all the songs [of the Bible, aside from the Shir HaShirim], either He [Hashem] 
praises them [the Jewish People] or they praise Him. In Moshe’s [first] song [at the 
Sea of Reeds], they praise Him and say (Shemos 15:2): “This is my God and I shall 
glorify Him.” And in Moshe’s [last] song [just before his death], He praises them 
(Devarim 32:13): “He would make them ride on the high places of the earth.” But 
here [in Shir HaShirim], they praise Him and He praises them. He praises them (Shir 
HaShirim 1:15): “Behold, you are beautiful, My beloved.” And they praise Him (ibid. 
1:16): “Behold, You are handsome, my Beloved, and also pleasant (אף נעים).” 

This Midrash contrasts Shir HaShirim with the other songs in the Bible. The root of the difference is that 
all the other songs relate to the past, whereas Shir HaShirim relates to the future. 

In all the situations that arise over the course of time, Hashem and the Jewish People always have 
opposite perspectives: Either Hashem praises the Jewish People, or they praise Him, but not both at the 
same time. Sometimes Hashem shows anger toward the Jews and makes them poor and downtrodden, 
in order to chastise them. In such times He praises them, for the afflictions cause them to mend their 
ways. But they do not praise Him, for He is not granting the prosperity and comfort that they want. At 
other times, Hashem shows the Jewish People a smiling face and grants them an abundance of blessings. 
In such times they praise Him for these blessings, but He does not praise them, for the blessings cause 
them to fall from their ideal level. 

Shir HaShirim, though, relates to the golden era of the future, when the Jewish People’s fear of Hashem 
will rise to perfection. Then they will be able to receive abundant blessing without suffering spiritual 
harm. At present they are like sick people, who cannot handle rich foods, but instead must take bitter 
medicines to fortify their ailing bodies. But in the future, they will be like a completely healthy person 
who can eat anything without risk of harm. And so Hashem and the Jewish People will praise each other 
simultaneously: Hashem will praise the Jewish People for their righteousness, and the Jewish People 
will praise Hashem for His bounty. 

Later in Shir HaShirim it is written (verse 7:7): “How beautiful and how pleasant you are, O love laden 
with delights!” This verse refers specifically to the future. At present, Hashem chastises those whom He 
loves. Thus, Hashem’s love is accompanied not by delights, but rather by rebukes and afflictions. But in 
the end of days, Hashem’s love will be accompanied by delights: Out of His love for us, Hashem will grant 
us long life, blessing, and success – and these blessings will not divert us from serving Him properly. 

Our present situation is reflected in Shlomo HaMelech’s saying (Koheles 7:3): “Anger is better than 
geniality.” On this saying, our Sages make the following well-known remark (Shabbos 30b): “The anger that 
the Holy One Blessed Be He shows the righteous in this world is better than the geniality that the Holy One 
Blessed Be He shows the wicked in this world.” Hashem’s anger toward the righteous is indeed good, for it 
keeps them on the proper path. But it is not pleasant – it is harsh and bitter. It is a mode of guidance that we 
find uncomfortable, for we would rather receive Hashem’s beneficence than face His anger. 

At the end of days, however, the situation will be completely different. Then we will no longer need to 
face Hashem’s anger. On the contrary, it will be Hashem’s blessing that will elevate our souls – increased 
blessing will enhance our fear of Hashem and our holiness. This mode of guidance will be a delight. 
And so we will be able to exalt Hashem’s way of treating us with a double praise: It will be not only 
handsome, but also pleasant ( נעים אף ). Hashem’s anger (אף) will be replaced by a pleasant (נעים) 
mentorship as the means of guiding us along the path of His commandments. 


