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SHABBOS PARASHAS ACHAREI MOS – KEDOSHIM 

Parashas Kedoshim includes several mitzvos relating to how a Jew should deal with his fellow man, including the prohibition against 
theft (Vayikra 19:13). With this background, the Maggid quotes a teaching of Shlomo HaMelech (Mishlei 22:22): “Do not steal from 
the poor, for he is poor.” The Maggid points out an obvious question: Why did Shlomo add the phrase “for he is poor”? The Torah 
forbids stealing from anyone, regardless of whether he is rich or poor. The Maggid sets out to explain what Shlomo is telling us. 

Hoshea exhorts (chapter 4 – below is an excerpt, but the reader should see the whole chapter): 

Hear the word of Hashem, O Children of Yisrael! For Hashem has a grievance with the inhabitants of the land, 
because there is no truth, no kindness, and no knowledge of God in the land. Swearing, lying, and murder, 
theft, and adultery! They break all bounds …. Therefore the land will be destroyed …. Meantime [you say], 
“Let no one contend; let no one reprimand.” Yet your people contends with the Kohen …. As much as they 
have increased, so they have sinned against Me. I will exchange their honor for shame. … 

We need to understand the nature of Hashem’s grievance with the Jewish People. 

The relationship between Hashem and us, whereby we love Him, fear Him, and obey His word, is founded on two mechanisms, 
one spiritual and one material. Hashem gave us Torah and mitzvos, His secret treasure (Shabbos 88b), to enlighten our eyes and teach 
us His sublime ways. In addition, Hashem provides us our material needs. When we are in our ideal state, with the Beis HaMikdash, 
Hashem provides us with wondrous bounty, and channels it through a spiritual conduit. As a nation during the three pilgrimage 
festivals, and individually throughout the rest of the year, we would go to the Beis HaMikdash and bring offerings. The Kohen 
would take the offerings from us, perform with them the service that the Torah specifies, and pray to Hashem to bless us generously 
with His bounty. In addition, as we observed the Kohanim performing the service and heard the Leviim sing, our souls would be 
nourished by the holy environment and we would be inspired to love Hashem, fear Hashem, and sanctify ourselves. 

But now, without the Beis HaMikdash, everything is different. The Gemara in Berachos 32b says that from the day the Beis 
HaMikdash was destroyed, an iron wall separates us from Hashem. We no longer receive our sustenance directly from Hashem’s 
Hand, so that we can recognize clearly the great kindness our Father in Heaven is doing for us, and thereby be led to love Him. 
Wicked people collect for themselves all the good things of the material world, while we must resort to extremes to gain our 
sustenance. 

In Hoshea’s prophesy, Hashem is quarreling with us in connection with the breakdown that has occurred in the two mechanisms 
that maintain the relationship between us and Him. Hashem says: “There is no truth, nor kindness, nor knowledge of God in the 
land.” There has been a breakdown in truth – meaning Torah, for Torah is called truth. And there has been a breakdown in 
kindness – meaning the bounty that Hashem seeks to grant us. As a result of the breakdown of these two key mechanisms, we 
have lost knowledge of God.  

Yet, we fail to do our best to repair the relationship. Instead, we stray into misbehavior: “Swearing, lying, and murder, theft, and 
adultery.” The Beis HaMikdash was destroyed because of our past sins, and remains unrebuilt because of our continuing sins. 
But we have forgotten about the Beis HaMikdash. Given our current circumstances, with the Beis HaMikdash gone and the 
material assets that Hashem grants us drastically reduced, we should live modestly. But instead we seek to make lavish 
enhancements to our earthly homes. We strain to acquire wealth to finance these enhancements, and in the process we employ 
means that the Torah forbids. We violate mitzvos in both of the two main categories, mitzvos that govern our dealings with 
Hashem and mitzvos that govern our dealings with our fellow man. 

In connection with the latter category of mitzvos, let us consider an analogy. Suppose some people are seated at a table for a meal, 
and the amount of food served is just enough for each person to take a modest portion. In this situation, if one person takes a 
very large portion, he is stealing from the others and causing them to go hungry. Similarly, since Hashem is now granting us only 
minimal material assets, if one person has amassed an unusually large portion, it is likely that he is holding onto assets that 
should be in the hands of others, such as money he should have given to charity. 

In this vein, in Yeshayah 3:14-15, Hashem indicts the elders and officers of the Jewish People, saying: “You have consumed the 
vineyard, what you have stolen from the poor man is in your houses.” Hashem then indicts the women of Zion for their 
haughtiness, and speaks of how He will remove all their ornaments from them, presenting a long list of different ornaments. It 
must be that because of the great sums of money that they spent on ornaments, they improperly cut back on their contributions 
to charity. [The Maggid quotes other Scriptural passages conveying the same idea.] 

We can now understand well what Hashem meant when, in the message he conveyed through Hoshea, He declared: “As much 
as they have increased, so they have sinned against Me.” Hashem is saying that one can determine how much the people have 
sinned by seeing how much they have increased their wealth. 

And now we can also understand Shlomo’s exhortation: “Do not steal from the poor, for he is poor.” Shlomo is not speaking here 
of outright stealing. Rather, he is saying that if someone remains poor to the extent that he lacks food to eat, it is because we have 
failed to give proper amounts of charity, and this failure can be likened to stealing. 


